EMBO-Helmholtz policy workshop

Biomedical Engineering - Science Translation for Future Health

EMBO, Heidelberg, Germany, 3-4 March 2026

Participant List

10.

11.

12.

13.

Jan Adams
Advisor & Managing Director, Apollo
Health Ventures, Berlin, Germany

Marta Dias Agostinho
Executive Director, EU-LIFE, Barcelona,
Spain

Sandra Bendiscioli
Senior Policy Officer, EMBO
Heidelberg, Germany

Holger Breithaupt
Senior Editor, EMBO, Heidelberg,
Germany

Francis de Véricourt
Academic Director, Institute for Deep
Tech Innovation, ESMT, Berlin, Germany

Barbara Diehl

Chief Partnership Officer, Federal Agency
for Disruptive Innovation (SPRIND),
Leipzig, Germany

Alba Diz-Munoz
Research Group Leader, EMBL,
Heidelberg, Germany

Katja Grossmann
Chief Research Manager Health,
Helmholtz Association, Berlin, Germany

Manuel Heitor

Director, Center for Innovation,
Technology and Policy Research (IN+),
Instituto Superior Técnico, University of
Lisbon, Portugal

Markus Herrgard
Chief Technology Officer, BioInnovation
Institute, Copenhagen, Denmark

Donald Ingber

Founding Director, Wyss Institute for
Biologically Inspired Engineering,
Harvard University, Massachusetts, U.S.

Ioannis Legouras
Director of Brussels Office, Helmholtz
Association, Brussels, Belgium

Rong Li
Director, Mechanobiology Institute,
Singapore

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Matthias Liitolf

Head, Translational Bioengineering,
Institute of Human Biology (IHB), Basel,
Switzerland

Michelangelo Masini
Head, Corporate Research and Technology,
ZEISS Group, Germany

Vasilis Ntziachristos

Professor & Director, Chair for Biomedical
Imaging, Technical University of Munich &
Helmholtz Munich, Germany

Filipe Pereira

Professor of Molecular Medicine &
Founder of Asgard Therapeutics, Lund,
Sweden

Maria Polychronidou

Head of Membership & Elections, Head of
Courses & Workshops, EMBO, Heidelberg,
Germany

Pauline Ronnet (staff)
Policy Assistant, EMBO, Heidelberg,
Germany

Maike Sander
Scientific Director, Max-Delbriick-Center,
Berlin, Germany

Thomas Schwarz-Romond
Director of Operations Helmholtz Pioneer
Campus, Helmholtz Munich, Germany

Arjon van Hengel

Deputy Head of Unit for Health
Innovations & Ecosystems, Directorate-
General for Research and Innovation,
European Commission, Brussels, Belgium

Veronika von Messling

Director General Life Science Division,
Federal Ministry of Education and
Research, Berlin, Germany

Fiona Watt
EMBO Director, EMBO, Heidelberg,
Germany

Alexander Zoellner
Head of Rapid Evaluation, X, The Moonshot
Factory, California, U.S.



	EMBO, Heidelberg, Germany, 3-4 March 2026
	Participant List

