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Most activities and decisions in science and technology are part of the normal internal
procedures of the science and technology system, governmental and political decision
making included. Contentious issues may arise when complex technological systems
dysfunction and generate crises or scandals. They may also arise when new developments
change or risk changing habits, norms and values in a revolutionary manner. Foresight,
something that plays an important role in creating new directions in science and technology
and mobilizing funds, is essential in handling both challenges. Technology assessment
likewise. However, foresight is at the discretion of the policymaking process whereas
technology assessment has a public deliberative character. Technology assessment and

foresight should go hand in hand in the optimal co-evolution of science and society.



