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HEIDELBERG, GERMANY,

23 JULY 2009 — Lars Jansen from
the Instituto Gulbenkian de Ciéncia
(Gulbenkian Institute for Science) in
Oeiras, near Lisbon, is the recipient
of an EMBO Installation Grant
assisting him to establish a new
research group in Portugal.

Dr. Jansen will receive funding
beginning in 2009, similar to the
previous seven awardees
announced in December 2008.

EMBO Installation Grants
support young group leaders
relocating to selected European
countries committed to developing
their research infrastructures. The
grants offer 50,000 euro annually
for three to five years to help the
scientists establish their groups
and themselves in the European
scientific community.

The 36-year-old moved from
California to Portugal last year to
head the Epigenetic Mechanisms
group. His new team currently
consists of five researchers. Their
work focuses on chromosome
segregation, specifically the
formation of the centromere, a key
cellular structure in powering and
controlling chromosome segregation
and accurate cell division. The
project was also recognized with a

PRESS RELEASE

Lisbon researcher
gets set-up grant

EMBO Installation Grant provides Lars Jansen

with funding & support

paper in Nature Cell Biology
published at the end of June this
year in collaboration with a group at
Stanford University.

According to Lars, the grant “will
give a huge boost to our research. It
is a great recognition of the
relevance of our current work and the
science we propose. Moreover,
access to the EMBO Young
Investigator Programme allows me to
fully integrate our newly established
laboratory in the larger European
scientific community.”

EMBO Installation Grants are
awarded annually and aim to
strengthen science in selected
member states of the EMBC, the
EMBO intergovernmental funding
body. The EMBC Member States
hosting the grantees finance the
grants entirely. EMBC Member
States participating in the scheme
include Croatia, the Czech Republic,
Estonia, Hungary, Poland, Portugal
and Turkey. Lars Jansen’s grant will
be jointly financed by the
government funding agency, the
Portuguese Science and Technology
Foundation, and by the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation that supports
his host institute.

Grantees join the EMBO Young
Investigator community, providing

networking opportunities with some
of Europe’s best young group
leaders and a range of career
development programmes.

“We congratulate Lars Jansen as
recipient of an EMBO Installation
Grant and welcome him to the
EMBO community,” said Gerlind
Wallon, EMBO Deputy Director and
Young Investigator Programme
Manager. “These talented scientists
will benefit from the secure financial
backing of their host countries plus
the active interest and support of
EMBO in their scientific and
professional development. They
represent a promising scientific
future for the countries receiving
them and for Europe as a whole.”

This is the second time that
EMBO has rewarded a project
developed by scientists from the
Instituto Gulbenkian de Ciéncia. In
2007, Mdnica Bettencourt-Dias was
also awarded an EMBO Installation
Grant to get her group started and
establish herself in the European
scientific community.

The next application deadline for
EMBO Installation Grants is 15 April
2010.
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2008 EMBO Installation Grantees

Name Moving to Moving from
Martin Anger Institute of Animal Physiology University of Oxford,
Research area: and Genetics, Oxford, UK

Chromosome segregation
during meiosis

Libéchov, CZ

Viljar Jaks

Research area:

Hedgehog signaling in liver stem
cells

University of Tartu,
Tartu, EE

Karolinska Institute,
Stockholm, SE

Attila Gacser
Research area:
Candida infectivity

University of Szeged,
Szeged, HU

Albert Einstein College of
Medicine,
New York, US

Rita Sinka
Research area:
Spermatogenesis in Drosophila

University of Szeged,
Szeged, HU

MRC Laboratory of
Molecular Biology,
Cambridge, UK

Tomasz Guzik
Research area:
T-cells in hypertension

Jagiellonian University,
Cracow, PL

Emory University,
Atlanta, US

Lars Jansen
Research area:
Epigenetic inheritance

Gulbenkian Institute for Science,
QOeiras, PT

Ludwig Institute for
Cancer Research,
La Jolla, California, US

Tiago Fleming Outeiro
Research area:

The molecular basis of
neurodegeneration

Institute of Molecular Medicine,
Lisbon, PT

Harvard Medical School,
Boston, US

Ertugrul Kilic

Research area:

Cholesterol transport and drug
delivery

Yeditepe University,
Istanbul, TR

University Hospital Zurich,
Zurich, CH
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Contact EMBO For interviews

Suzanne Beveridge Lars Jansen

Head, Public Relations & Communications Instituto Gulbenkian de Ciéncia
Oeiras, Portugal

Yvonne Kaul

Communications Officer Phone + 351 (0) 21 446 4519

liansen@igc.gulbenkian.pt
Phone + 49 (0) 6221 8891 108

communications@embo.org

About EMBO

The European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO) promotes excellence in molecular life
sciences in Europe by recognizing and fostering talented scientists. Since 1964, leading
scientists are elected annually to become EMBO Members based on proven excellence in
research. Members number more than 1300 today. Forty-eight scientists from the EMBO
membership have received the Nobel Prize.

Leading peer-reviewed journals — The EMBO Journal, EMBO reports and Molecular Systems
Biology — span a broad spectrum of topics of molecular biology and reflect how science is
shaping the world. A new journal, EMBO Molecular Medicine, publishes original research
offering molecular insight into the cellular and systemic processes underlying human disease.

EMBO funding, training and networking activities impact thousands of scientists every year,
promoting collaboration in all areas of molecular biology — within its 27 member states, in

Europe and neighbouring countries, and worldwide.

For more information: www.embo.org



